






































Drone Policy  Adopted 

August 8, 2017 
Resolution 90-17-91

I. Purpose
It is the policy of the Golden Rain Foundation (GRF) to prohibit drones in the Village
unless they are flown by staff or an individual commissioned by staff, and that staff, in
order to meet the standards of any policy and Federal law, be required to complete a
flight plan that is submitted for review by the Security Chief. The individuals designated
by the Security Division may operate Drones in the Laguna Woods Village Community
in compliance with the following rules and regulations.

II. Definitions
For the purpose of this policy:

a. A Remote Pilot in Command (PIC) is directly responsible for the operation of the
Drone, and must ensure the Drone will pose no undue hazard to people, aircraft,
or property in the event of loss or control of the Drone.  PIC is VMS Staff and/or
commissioned individual

b. A Drone as used in this Policy is defined as a Small unmanned aircraft system as
that term is defined in 14 C.F.R. §107.3.

c. Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) of the United States is a national authority
with powers to regulate all aspects of civil aviation.

d. Visual Observer means a person who is designated by the PIC to assist the PIC
in seeing and avoiding other air traffic or objects aloft or on the ground.

III. Conditions
a. A Drone is not allowed to operate unless a permit is granted by the Chief of

Security or his designee, for approved Community events, or purposes.
b. VMS Staff or commissioned individual user to whom a permit for the operation of

a Drone is granted is deemed the PIC, and only the PIC may manipulate the
controls of the Drone.

c. The PIC must submit a flight plan prior to each and every flight of the Drone
which must occur wholly within the bounds of Laguna Woods Village.

d. Each PIC may operate only one drone at a time within Laguna Woods Village.
e. The PIC must provide proof the Drone is registered with the FAA.
f. The PIC must be at least 18 years of age and must not operate in a careless or

reckless manner so as to endanger the life or property of another.
g. A Visual Observer is encouraged, but not required, as an additional measure of

safety protecting life and property within Laguna Woods Village.  However, the
Drone must remain within visual line-of-sight of the PIC.  Visual line-of-sight
means that the PIC has an unobstructed view of the drone.

h. The FAA registration number must be displayed on the aircraft decal.
i. The PIC must provide flight software (version and manufacturer) that has the

FAA “Return to Home” safety feature (in case of low battery or loss of signal).
j. The time period during which a drone may be used within the Village is limited to

the hours between sunrise and 30 minutes before sunset.
k. Commissioned individual users operating a Drone for VMS must provide proof of
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liability insurance with $1 million policy limits.  The approved user agrees to 
indemnify GRF, Village Management Services, Inc. (VMSI), United Laguna 
Woods Mutual (ULWM) and/or Third Laguna Hills Mutual (TLHM) in the event a 
claim is asserted against GRF, VMSI, ULWM, and/or TLHM relating to an act or 
omission involving Drone use, with GRF, ULWM, and/or TLHM named as an 
additional insured on their liability insurance policy. 

l. The PIC agrees to yield the right-of-way to other aircraft; the Drone must not
exceed 35 MPH; may not carry hazardous materials; and must fly below 400 feet.
The only exception is to allow takeoff and landing of the drone. Takeoff and
landing of the drone must be carried out in open, common area.

m. The Drone cannot be operated above anyone not directly participating in the
operation, from under a covered structure, or from either a moving or stationary
vehicle.

n. The PIC must adhere to all state and federal laws regarding Drones.

IV. Procedure
a. Staff and/or commissioned individual user must complete and submit “Application

for Use of a Drone Permit” for review, one time only.
b. Staff and/or commissioned individual user must complete and submit a flight plan

every time the drone goes up into the air with an approved permit on file.
c. Staff and/or commissioned individual user must provide a copy of their FAA

registration and liability insurance listing GRF, VMSI and ULWM or TLHM as
additional insurer.

d. The application will be reviewed by the Chief of Security or his designee and the
Staff and/or commissioned individual user will be notified of the results within
seven business days.  Special circumstances may be granted.

e. If approved, the Drone Permit must be present with the PIC whenever the Drone
is operated.




